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Dear Parishioners,
Today we celebrate the Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time. This weekend’s readings seem especially
pertinent to us living in a climate of sarcasm and insults, offensiveness and bullying, violence and hatred.
Sparing — let alone forgiving and loving — one’s perceived enemies, or refusing to judge others is
hardly “natural” to most of us. But God sees it differently, and we are faced with the choice of whether
we will too. Considering what this requires of us is a good way to enter the immanent season of Lent,
beginning in just two weeks.
Next weekend, the weekend before Lent this year, we will celebrate the Eighth Sunday in
Ordinary Time. On the Sunday before Lent this year, the readings challenge us to be mindful of our
thoughts, words, and deeds. They call us to first judge ourselves before we judge others. May God
shake us from our sins of apathy and judgment, so as to provide a path to enter more deeply into the
Lenten journey before us.
Principal Search: The Search Committee continues its work. We have over a dozen applicants for
the position, some of whom look very promising. The committee will not tarry, but will be actively
and aggressively looking for other candidates. Please pray for the committee and a successful outcome
for the betterment of our school and parish.
Our 40 Hours Devotion, held last week, went very well. I was impressed with the fidelity of those who
signed up to spend time in prayer before our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. While only about 35 attended
the opening service with Vespers (Evening Prayer), it was an active group. On Monday around 30
attended the “Praise and Worship” celebration conducted by Kyle Huelsing from Saint Joseph Parish,
Cottleville. Even some parishioners were able to attend the closing service, Daytime Prayer and
Benediction, on Tuesday afternoon. Weekly Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament resumed Wednesday, February 20, following the 8:15 A.M. Mass, until the evening when Deacon Jim Martin reposed the
Blessed Sacrament at 9:00 P.M. There are sign up sheet for a COMMITMENT to WEEKLY
Adoration on Wednesdays available in the MAIN LOBBY of the Church. We still need people
to sign up for these times (and they are ONLY half hour slots!): 10:00 A.M., 4:30 P.M., 5:00 P.M.,
5:30 P.M., and 6:30 P.M. I find it HARD to believe in a parish our size, with almost 800 households,
that we can’t cover just one day a week! AND most of those times only have one person who signed
up! PLEASE prayerfully consider spending some time with Jesus, each week. I truly hope that there
would be at least two people per period of adoration. Thank you.
Following close upon this will be a PARISH MISSION, directed by Lay Evangelist, and member of
Little Flower Parish in Richmond Heights, Mr. Hector Molina. The Mission will be on Sunday,
Monday, and Tuesday, March 3, 4, and 5, just prior to Ash Wednesday, beginning at 7:00 P.M. I hope
you are praying for the Mission and its success … and a new way of spreading the gospel to our parish
and area! There is a FULL PAGE about the Mission here in this week’s bulletin. We are truly blessed
to have Hector as the director of our Mission. If you notice the three themes: The Call to Discipleship,
the Call to Holiness, and the Call to Mission. These are three extremely important calls for each of us
as we enter the Lenten Season. Each night there will be books and other items for sale. There will also
be a “free will” offering for the Mission. I hope and pray that you will attend. Hector will be speaking
briefly at each of the Masses next weekend seeking your attendance!
Stewardship: This is not just a “fancy name for tithing!” Stewardship is really a way of life. A way
Continue on next page…………………………
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to return to the Lord a portion of all the things that He has given us. We are a little late this year with
seeking your intention cards for financial stewardship (treasure). Next weekend members of our
parish will be speaking about the joys of financial stewardship. As we are in the process of getting
our 2019-2020 budget put together, we need to have an idea as to how much income to expect. For
example, as of January 31, 2019, offertory (including on line donations) is down $55,338 (-5.7%)
year to date over prior year (June 2017 – January 2018). Offertory is $13,931 (-1.5%) less than
budget year to date. I pray that ALL of us will do our share. Please note the mailing that hopefully
will be going out this week. Thank you for your generous gifts … especially the wonderful outcome
for the Parish Auction, the amount raised for the Fr. Burghoff scholarship fund, Birthright, your
continued support of the Annual Catholic Appeal, and the tremendous support given to the parish
for the “RRR” capital campaign! BUT we need the money for the “normal bills” that come up to
keep all of our ministries going! Thank you!
New Elevator lobby and elevator: This past Thursday, February 21, there was a meeting here with
various general contractors who are being asked to bid on the new elevator lobby, elevator, and hall
renovation. I will have a report on that meeting next week. Please pray that when the bids come in
they will be in line with our estimates!
Cemetery expansion: We had an initial meeting the other day to discuss the removal of the convent
and the expansion of our cemetery. Because of the age of the convent there is probably asbestos in
the building. We will have that checked. After that happens we can start to think about the demolition of the convent. THEN we will be able to plot out new graves and come up with a space for a
columbarium for cremains. It will take some time, but it is our desire to have all of the plans completed no later than July 1, the beginning of the next fiscal year.
PALMS to ASHES: There are containers in the lobbies of church for you to return the palm from
last year’s Palm Sunday that will be burned to make ashes for Ash Wednesday. Weather permitting
(no snow, rain, or heavy wind) they will be burned Monday, March 4, 2019, at 2:30 P.M., with our
school children attending. All are, of course, invited to attend. We will gather near the “flag pole”
at the West Entrance to school.
FAT TUESDAY LUNCHEON March 5, 2019. Information is elsewhere in the bulletin. PLEASE
MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY! Thank you!
The FAREWELL TO THE ALLELUIA prayer service will take place in CHURCH on Tuesday,
March 5, at 2:00 P.M. This is a custom originally from Europe and brought to the Saint Louis area
by Msgr. Martin Hellriegel. The Sisters in O’Fallon still do it and Msgr. Nicholas Schneider (and
the Precious Blood Sisters) brought it here to Saint Monica. While all the school children will be
attending, all members of the parish are invited.
Many things are happening here at Saint Monica. May we pray for each other!
Faithfully yours,
Fr Joe Weber

PARISH SUPPORT FEBRUARY 17: Envelopes $12,424.00; Loose $1,001.50; Online Giving $8,493.67; Pro-Life
$5.00; School $5.00; St. Louis Review $105.00; St. Vincent De Paul $5.00; Tithing for the Poor $20.00;
and Candlemas Day $5.00.
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MASS INTENTIONS FEBRUARY 25-MARCH 2
MONDAY

6:30 A.M.
8:15 A.M.
TUESDAY
6:30 A.M.
8:15 A.M.

WEDNESDAY
6:30 A.M.
8:15 A.M.

THURSDAY
6:30 A.M.
8:15 A.M.

FRIDAY

6:30 A.M.
8:15 A.M.

SATURDAY
8:00 A.M.
5:00 P.M.

WEEKDAY

MARVIN MORRIS
LOIS GALLO

WEEKDAY
GENE GRIECO
NORMAN SCHRAMM
WEEKDAY
HARRY DUNN
JOSEPH LIBERIO

WEEKDAY
FLORA BOTTA
NOREEN FARON

WEEKDAY

DAVID ALVAREZ
JOE EGAN

WEEKDAY
MARTHA BIEDENSTEIN
PHIL MEYERS

PRAY FOR OUR HOSPITALIZED, HOMEBOUND AND SICK

John Barolak, Ruth Begnaud, Janet Collins,
Carol Diggins, Shirley Dunker, Estelle Flanakin,
Billie Grief, Charlotte Griffaw, Bill Guiot,
Christina Hartley, Mary Ann Honti, Bob Huseman,
Sylvia Indelicato, Ronald Kalupa, Benjamin Kimzey,
Michael Kisling, John Krause, Gloria Luca,
Lourdes Manalo, Mary K. Mc Carthy,
Eileen McDonough, Deacon Ray Miller, Rose Miller,
Ann Miller, Fred Mueller, Jack Powers, Mary Renner,
Bob Reuther, Joseph Ritacco, Jim Sallwasser,
Joe Schmitz, Rose Slee, Joe Sonderman, Brent Spaeth,
Jack Stretch, Stan Thomas, and
Fr. Timothy Vowels.

OUR SYMPATHY TO Bob Stoltman and his family on

PRINCIPAL POSITION 2019-2010

St. Monica School is seeking a faith filled and
innovative leader to serve as Principal. The successful candidate will possess the knowledge and skills
to lead the faith formation of students, advance
curriculum, supervise faculty and staff, promote
faculty and staff development, develop and implement strategic plans with the Pastor and School
Board, serve as an ambassador and advocate for
the school, and build school and parish community.
This position offers unique opportunities for a
creative and visionary individual to lead our school
.

Qualifications include, but are not limited to:
Practicing Catholic, Master’s degree, collaborative
leadership style with effective interpersonal,
communication, conflict-resolution, and problemsolving skills, experience with curriculum development and instructional leadership, and strong
Microsoft Office skills. Experience as a
transformation leader who is comfortable with
helping to develop and implement a strategic plan
for the school is also desired. For consideration,
submit your resume to Fr. Weber at
jweber@stmonicastl.org

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CHILDREN’S LITURGY one
Mass per year. You must complete Protecting God’s
Children Class. Training and breakfast March 3, 8:4510:45 A.M. (includes 9:30 A.M. Mass) Contact Becky
314.359.0981 or rebeccawientge@gmail.com.

HOLY HOUR FOR PRIESTS February 28 (4th Thursdays) at St. Anselm Parish 7-8 P.M. in Parish Center.
Questions, call Gloria 314.420.0745.

the death of his mother, Jayne Stoltman. May she be
living with God and may all be consoled.

THIS WEEKS CALENDAR OF EVENTS

BAPTISMAL PREP CLASS Thursday, February 28,

2/24
2/25
2/26

LENTEN BOOKS

2/27

7:00 P.M. in the Rectory Meeting Room. Call the
Parish Office at 314.434.4211 to register.

This week pick up your little Black Book for Lent.
Books are located at all entrances for you.
REMINDERS FOR CHILDREN WHO ATTEND SUNDAY
CHILDREN’S LITURGY—Activities are provided for your
children. Please do not send toys with them as they
attend the Liturgy.

2/28
3/2
3/3

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
RCIA
CORNERSTONE BIBLE STUDY
MEN’S ACTS
PSR
BIBLE STUDY PM
ADULT CHOIR
BAPTISM PREP CLASS
SATURDAY CIRCLE
CHILDREN’S LITURGY
DONUT SUNDAY HOSTED BY KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
MISSION BEGINS AT 7:00 P.M.
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PSR News:
Feb 27
March 6

Class #23
Class #24 Ash Wednesday Mass attended.

SPECIAL COLLECTION ASH WEDNESDAY
On Ash Wednesday we will take up a collection for the
Church in Central and Eastern Europe. This collection
supports the Church in more than 20 countries that
are still struggling to recover in the aftermath of
communist rule. Proceeds will support pastoral care,
catechesis, building renovations, seminary formation
and restores the Church and builds the future in this
region. Visit www.usccb.org/ccee.

THANK YOU to all who donated to our Blood Drive.
We registered 30 donors, had 9 deferrals, with 21
donors on a goal of 30. Two donors also donated at
the donor center. Since each donation can be broken
into multiple components, over 65 lives could be
impacted from the donations at this drive alone.
St. Monica School will receive at least $273 from
the LifeSaving grant for our technology fund.

ST. PATRICK’S CASSEROLES needed for
Friday, March 1 and Wednesday,
March 6. We are always in need of
volunteers for this great ministry.
For information on how to help, contact
Geralyn 434.3791.

February 24, 2019
SVDP PANTRY AT ST. MONICA

Pantry is in need of canned spaghetti/ravioli,
chili, pasta and pasta sauce and toilet paper.
Our clients in need are very grateful.

St. Monica will participate in 40 DAYS FOR LIFE
Friday, March 29, 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. during the
Lenten season. Sign-up in the vestibule in church to
participate by witnessing and praying at Planned
Parenthood. For information contact
dbomkamp@sbcglobal.net 314.431.7719 or
Julio Lagos juliolagos@sbcglobal.net 314.576.7494.
Have you heard what PRO ABORTION LAWS the State
legislature of New York passed and what similar laws
Virginia, Illinois, New Mexico, Rhode Island, and
others hope to pass? What about Missouri? Support
legislation to save the lives of unborn children. Join
PRO-LIFERS from Missouri in Jefferson City Tuesday,
March 12 at the State Capitol. Registration 10:00 A.M.
in the first floor rotunda. Rally at noon. Deadline to
register for a bus, March 4. Donations for the cost of
buses can be made online or that day. Visit http://
www.easternregionmrl.org/events or call or email
your name, address, city, zip, phone number, email
address and pick-up location to 434.4900 or
mrl.eastern@yahoo.com. Wear Red for Life! A bus
will leave from the Kohl’s parking lot at Olive and 270.

Just now, we celebrated God’s real presence with us here, in this room. This week’s FORMED Pick of the
Week will help you explore the truth of Christ’s presence in the Eucharist with the first episode of FORMED’s
most popular series, Presence: Mystery of the Eucharist. Take some time this week to appreciate the “source
and summit” of the entire Christian life.
This week, go to formed.org and watchPresence, Episode 1: God Is With Us.

WELCOME TO ST. MONICA PARISH

February 24, 2019

THE FAMILY ROSARY
A SCRIPTURAL ROSARY FOR YOUR FAMILY
Friday, March 1, 6:00 P.M.
Come, you and your family are cordially invited to a family rosary
gathering March 1, at 6:00 P.M. in the church adoration room at
St. Monica.
Strengthen your family through the power of praying the rosary
with members of your family and other church family members.
Matthew 18:20 says, “Where two or more are gathered in my
name, there I am with them also.”
PEACE
The Rosary brings us peace. Think about how beneficial that can be in your family.
UNITY
When we share prayer, we all grow closer to each other and to God.
The blessed Virgin Mary promised to St. Dominic and to all who follow that “Whatever you ask in the Rosary
will be granted.” She left for all Christians Fifteen Promises to those who recite the Rosary. So, let’s do it with
power of many families praying together:
Whoever shall faithfully serve me by the recitation of the Rosary, shall receive signal graces.
I promise my special protection and the greatest graces to all those who shall recite the Rosary
The Rosary shall be a powerful armor against hell, it will destroy vice, decrease sin, and defeat heresies.
The Rosary will cause good works to flourish.
The Soul which recommends itself to me by the recitation of the Rosary shall not perish.
Whoever shall recite the Rosary devoutly, applying himself to the consideration of its sacred mysteries
shall never be conquered by misfortune.
Whoever shall have a true devotion for the Rosary shall not die without the sacraments of the Church.
Those who are faithful to recite the Rosary shall have during their life and at their death the light of God
and the plentitude of his graces.
I shall deliver from purgatory those who have been devoted to praying the Rosary.
The faithful children of the Rosary shall merit a high degree of glory in Heaven.
You shall obtain all you ask of me by the recitation of the Rosary.
All those who propagate the Holy Rosary shall be aided by me in their necessities.
I have obtained from my Divine Son that all the advocates of the Rosary shall have for intercessors the
entire celestial court during your life and your death.
All who recite the Rosary are my sons and daughters, and brothers and sisters of my only Son Jesus Christ.
Devotion to my Rosary is a great sign of predestination.

Welcome to all who are willing to come and gather as one family.
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Special Instructions:
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