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The Vigil of Easter is a night of fire, word, water, and bread and wine.  

By the light of the Paschal Candle, we recognize Christ, light of the world,  

rising to new life and dispelling the darkness of death and sin. 

 

On this night we assemble to listen to an extended  

reading of the scriptures and to pray the psalms.  

In the baptismal waters we celebrate our own entry into Christ’s everlasting life.  

And with bread and wine we sink our teeth into the mystery  

of Christ’s death and resurrection in our own lives. 

 

Due to the extraordinary circumstances of the current pandemic,   

by instruction from Archbishop Carlson, the Service of Light is not celebrated this year.   

Still we begin our vigil in relative darkness, and in the words of the ancient text  

of the Easter Proclamation, we sing the praises  for all God has done.  

If you have blessed candles at home, it would be most appropriate  

to light them and stand as we begin our solemn vigil.  

 



The Liturgy of the Word 
 
 
The Easter Proclamation (Exsultet) 
 

AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE EXSULTET, ALL ARE SEATED 
 

At the vigil, the liturgy of the word is an extended time of readings, silence and chanting psalms.  
On this night when the faithful know the death and resurrection of the Lord ,  

the church needs first to hear these scriptures which are the foundation of our life together:  
Abraham and Isaac, the dividing of the sea, the poetry of Isaiah,  

the proclamation of Paul to the Romans and the Gospel account of Jesus’ resurrection.  
Here are the law and prophets, brought to fulfillment by Christ. 

 

 
 
 
Genesis 22:1-18 
 
Psalm 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer (stand) 



Exodus 14:15-15:1 

Exodus 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

 

Isaiah 54:5-14 

Psalm 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 



Glory to God 

 

The church bells, silent since after the Gloria on Holy Thursday evening,  
now enliven the church’s praise as together we acclaim: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

 



Romans 6:3-11 
 
Psalm 118 and Great Easter Alleluia 

After the long fast of Lent, the Easter Alleluia is sung to the ancient solemn melody 
as the book of the Gospels is carried in procession, and is honored with incense.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 28:1-10 
 
Homily 



Baptismal LiturgyBaptismal Liturgy 

 

Blessing of Baptismal Water 

Renewal of Baptismal Promises (All Stand) 

Sprinkling with Holy Water 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Universal Prayer 

 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist 

 

Preparation of the Altar and Presentation of the Gifts 

Alleluia, mode VI arr. Gerald Near 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 

 



Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Introductory Dialogue 

Preface 

Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Acclamation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Amen 

 

 

 

  

  



Communion RiteCommunion Rite  
 

The Lord’s Prayer (Chanted) 

Sign of Peace 

Fraction Rite Lamb of God  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion Antiphon  

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed, alleluia; therefore let us keep the feast  
with the unleavened bread of purity and truth, alleluia, alleluia. (1 Cor 5:7-8)  



The Concluding Rites 

Greeting, Solemn Blessing and Dismissal 

 

 Deacon: Go in peace, alleluia, alleluia 

 

 

 

 

Hymn: Jesus Christ is Risen Today 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postlude: Toccata in C Major BWV 564—J.S. Bach    Audrey Thomas, organist 

Played to the Glory of God in memory of Dr. Marie Kremer 

 


